
Unit 1 Review Questions: 

Answer questions 1-3 based on the document below and your knowledge of global history.   

The first successful efforts to control the flow of water were made in Mesopotamia and Egypt, where 

the remains of the prehistoric irrigation works still exist. In ancient Egypt, the construction of canals was 

a major endeavor of the pharaohs and their servants, beginning in Scorpio’s time. One of the first duties 

of provincial governors was the digging and repair of canals, which were used to flood large tracts of 

land while the Nile was flowing high. The land was checkerboarded with small basins, defined by a 

system of dikes. Problems regarding the uncertainty of the flow of the Nile were recognized. During very 

high flows, the dikes were washed away and villages flooded, drowning thousands. During low flows, the 

land did not receive water, and no crops could grow. In many places where fields were too high to 

receive water from the canals, water was drawn from the canals or the Nile directly by a swape or a 

shaduf. These consisted of a bucket on the end of a cord that hung from the long end of a pivoted 

boom, counterweighted at the short end. The building of canals continued in Egypt throughout the 

centuries.… 

Source: Larry W. Mays, “Irrigation Systems, Ancient,” Water Encyclopedia online (adapted) 

1) Based on this document, what was a problem ancient Egyptians faced as a result of the 

uncertain flow of the Nile? 

a) fields were too high 

b) crops could not grow when there was not enough water/during low flow 

c) they used a swape/shaduf to draw water 

d) a system of dikes was used 

 

2) A historian might use this document to study which time period? 

a) Classic Cultures  

b) Medieval Europe  

c) The Neolithic Revolution  

d) The Age of Reason  

 

3) The ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt were similar in that both cultures 

a) Developed along rivers 

b) Used the ziggurat form for their temples 

c) Established trade routes to China 

d) Used a hieroglyphic writing system 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer questions 4-6 based on the document below and your knowledge of global history.   

. . . With the rise of Buddhism, Korea’s contacts with the outside world grew, and scholarship, arts, 

science and technology which were imported to Korea from China, India and regions beyond brought 

about the enrichment of Korean culture. As a result, one of the oldest astronomical charts in the world 

was produced, the oldest astronomical observatory called Ch’ŏmsŏngdae was built, tumuli [burial 

mounds] architecture represented by the Ssangyŏng tomb developed, and the system of doctor of 

medicine was established in Korea. During the Three Kingdoms period, Korea’s cultural progress in the 

fields of astronomy, mathematics, medicine, architecture and metallurgy reached the level of other 

advanced civilization of the world. . . . 

Source: Andrew C. Nahm, A Panorama of 5000 Years: Korean History, Hollym 

4) According to Andrew C. Nahm, what is an aspect of Korean culture that was influenced by the 

spread of Buddhism? 

a) enrichment of Chinese culture 

b) brought ideas from Korea to China and India 

c) improvements in astronomy and mathematics 

d) Three Kingdoms period 

 

5) Which term is used to describe the spread of Buddhism from India through Southeast Asia? 

a) Ethnocentrism  

b) Isolationism  

c) Imperialism  

d) Cultural diffusion  

 

6) Which religious terms are most closely associated with Buddhism? 

a) Four Noble Truths, Eightfold Path, and nirvana  

b) Five Pillars, Koran, and Sunnis 

c) Torah, Diaspora, Ten Commandments  

d) Filial Piety, Five Relationships, and the civil service examination  

 


